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f I 
Delinquency Defined 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
It is suggested that the general terms of juvenile 
delinquency statutes permit courts to take hold under broad 
and imprecise circumstances of conduct, attitude, or social 
situation; that to a large and increasing extent these courts 
do in fact exercise this discretion to deal with cases deemed 
either presently delinquent or in danger of becoming so; that 
the same types of behavior and situation are handled by un-
official social agencies without stigma to the client; and 
that, in consequence of all this, "delinquency" has little 
specific behavioral content, either in law or in fact, other 
than the provision that acts which would otherwise be con-
sidered as crimes, are,in a juvenile, considered as delin-
quency. 
Hence, one emerges from a consideration of the elements 
entering into delinquency with an indefinite and unsatisfying 
conclusion. The Juvenile delinquent is a person who has been 
adjudicated as such by a court of proper jurisdiction, though 
he may be no different, up until the time of court contact 
and adjudication at any rate, from masses of children who are 
not delinquent. Delinquency is any act, co~ of conduct, or 
situation which might be brought before a court and adjudi-
cated, whether in fact it comes to be treated there or by 
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some other resource, or, indeed, remains untreated. It will 
be noted that under these definitions adjudicatable conduct 
may be defined as delinquent in the abstract, but it cannot 
be measured as delinquency until a court has found the facts 
of delinquency to exist. 
In the light of the above definition of delinquency, 
the writer will now present the main purpose of this thesis 
as well as its scope and method. 
Purpose and Scope of the Study 
The main purpose of this thesis is, therefore, to 
determine why some juveniles use larceny as a method of ex-
pressing their delinquent behavior. 
The writer proposes to do this by taking twenty-five 
case histories from the files of the Juvenile courts and 
studying them in the light of the background factors which 
tended to bring about the delinquencies. 
The setting for this study is the district grouping 
of the five district courts in Southern Worcester County. The 
group comprises: The First District Court of Southern 
Worcester located at Southbridge, the Second District Court of 
Southern Worcester located at Blackstone, The Third District 
Court of Southern Worcester located at Milford, The First 
District Court of Eastern Worcester loeated at Westboro, and 
the District Court of Western Worcester located at East Brook-
field. 
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writer's own conclusions with regard to the motivating causes 
of larceny are derived from the material assembled by him from 
a study of the aforementioned case histories. 
The writer compares his conc~usions with authorities 
like Healy, Friedlander, Burt, etc., who have made some con-
tribution to this particular subject and to the field of de-
linquency in general. 
This thesis will attempt to answer such questions as 
the following: 
1. Why do these children express their malad-justment in the form of stealing? 
2. Was the object stolen something the child de-
sired? 
3. What relationship exists in the home between 
the child who steals and the child who does 
not steal? 
4. Is the relationship of the parents to the 
child who steals any different from that of 
the parents to the other children in the 
home? 
5. Is stealing the outcome of poor economic con-
ditions at home? 
6. To what degree, if any, do working parents 
bring about conditions which lead to steal-
ing? 
7. How does society itself contribute to the 
child's stealing? 
The answers to the foregoing questions, it is hoped, 
will be provided by the information obtained from the case 
histories and compared with the work of reliable authorities 
who have dealt exclusively with this phase of delinquency. 
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acceptable compromises between the blind drives 
of the Id, and the inhibitions and idealization of 
the super-ego.6 
I The Super-ego --
••• is that portion or function of the personality 
which (a) as 11 conscience 11 , prohibits the Ego from 
certain forms of instinct-expression and various 
defense mechanisms against unconscious Id impulse~ 
and (b) an Ego-ideal, channelizes behavior along 
patterns similar to those of individuals with whom 
the subject wishes to identify. 7 
The foregoing definitions and the relation of each to 
the other should be clarified by the following illustration, 
as regards personality and larceny. 
On a dark night, one walks down a street passing 
a jewe~r s tore. No one is around. In the win-
dow showcase is a beautiful diamond ring. The Id 
says: 11 I want that diamond. I want it because 
I love myself, because it would make me beautiful 
and would thus make other people love me, because 
I am angry at others having what I have not, and 
because I am uncomfortable under the tension of 
wanting what I do not have. 11 The Super-ego says 
arbitrarily, "No you can 1t break that window and 
take it." The ego solves the impasse by advising, 
11 But you shall have it if you will save your money 
until you can buy it. 11 The demands of the self-
gratifying component and of the conscience are 
satisfied by the rationalization of the ego. In 
the disturbed individual, either the Id triumphs 
and the ring is stolen, or the ring appears unob- ' 
tainable by any means. As a third alternative, 
the ego may vacillate between two possibilities, 
salving the Super-ego by socialistic philosophy 
that the ring should belong to anyone, or pacify-
ing the Id by gratifying other impulses in a 
primitive form, having deprived it of this grati-
fication on this occasion. Or the ego may accept 
defeat in another way. It may deny the wish of 
the Id for the ring, and belittle the Super-ego 
by deciding the ring is not really of any value 
6. Ibid., P. 2?4. 
?. Ibid., P. 298. 
? 
anyway, thus sidetracking the issue between the Id 
and the Super-ego, which the ego attempts to har-
monize, involves the basic emotions and the in-
herent conflicts in those emotions, rather than 
the material phases of living. The material 
phases have acquired primary symbolic significance 
when they create tension.8 
It is the hope of this writer that the presentation of 
the above illustration will give the reader more insight and 
ability to understand the thinking and the struggle which the 
person entertaining a desire to steal some object experiences. 
Since the subject of juvenile delinquency is a tremen-
dous one, readers of this thesis may believe the subject of 
larceny too limited in scope to be of any value as a contribu-
, tion to the larger study of delinquency. It is the contention 
of the author, in writing this thesis, that larceny is a sub-
ject worthy of fuller exploration than has been done in the 
past because, as already stated, stealing represents over half 
of the offenses coming before the juvenile courts. 
From the outset, the author wishes to call attention to •/ 
the fact that literature on the subject of larceny is very 
scanty. He has found that the authorities have neglected this 
phase of delinquency. An inspection of the literature on 
juvenile delinquency reveals that most writers have treated 
the field in general terms and it is only recently that larceny 
has been given any sort of detailed treatment at all. For ~ 
8. I. M. Josselyn, Psychosocial Development of Child-
~~ Family Service Association of American, 1948, P. 24. 
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instance, in the Journal of Orthopsychiatry, over a ten-year 
period only three articles can be found dealing with stealing.9 
Further investigation revealed that in the past larceny was 
treated as part of some larger behavior problem and an example 
I of this can be found in Henry Thurston's, Concerning Juvenile 
Delinquency. English and Pearson, in their book Emotional 
Problems of Living, do not mention stealing in their index but I 
treat it as belonging under delinquency. Some authors, such as 
I Kate Friedlander and William Healy, are interested in delving 
more deeply into this subject and have done justice to it. But 
until more authorities become interested in this vital subject, 
investigators in this field will have to content themselves 
with the scant literature available. 
The second chapter of this thesis will deal with the 
findings uncovered by some of the authorities on larceny. 
The third chapter will deal with the courts and certain 
laws insofar as they apply to the care and treatment of juven-
iles in various districts of the state of Massachusetts. 
The fourth chapter will cover case histories of twenty-
five juvenile delinquents appearing before the juvenile court 
for having committed the offense of larceny. Five of the cases 
will be treated in some detail and then compared to the find-
ings made by such writers as Healy, Friedlander, and others. 
9. Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Index, 1930-1940. 
9 
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I 
Chapter y ·ve will be a summary and will contain the 
conclusions found as a result of this study. 
In the last chapter some recommendations will be made 
relative to methods of dealing with larceny. It will include 
some recommendations for society to adopt as a means of pre-
vention which can be effected through the police in the com-
munity. 
r 
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CHAPTER II 
LARCENY AS STATED BY AUTHORITIES 
Background And Attitudes of Larceny 
Before going directly into the subject of stealing, 
it wruld be well to explore some of the early background ma-
terial and social attitudes which prevailed regarding larceny 
from earlier days. 
Without a doubt stealing is much more common among 
boys than among girls, and judging by the complaints coming 
before authorities, boys begin to steal at an earlier age 
than do girls. Stealing is universally regarded as an anti-
social act of considerable consequence, and social standards 
vary greatly concerning it. These variations have to do 
with the age of the culprit, the educational and social 
levels, type of articles stolen and their value, from whom 
stolen, how much abuse of confidence is involved, and, to a 
lesser extent, ideas regarding the communal nature of 
property. 
Social attitudes towards stealing are perhaps best seen 
in the light of legal definitions, and legal penalties. Before 
probing into these aspects of stealing, however, it might be 
well to mention that, ethically, appropriating the property of 
ll 
others is subject to penalties of moral sanctions. In all the 
great canons the commandment is given not to steal. 
From these early moral lawB developed our civil and 
criminal laws with their corresponding sanctions. For instance, 
in England there was a time when the theft ot articles valued 
at more than a few shillings was punishable by death. In the 
early days of the West, in our own country, horse stealing was 
universally regarded as a capital crime, because a man's life 
might depend on his possession of a horse. 
In more recent times larceny, burglary, robbery, and 
II other crimes against property have received legal definitions 
which make many differentiations regarding the degree of of-
fense and the severity of punishment. For the purpose of this 
thesis, the legal classifications of petit larceny and grand 
larceny, depending upon the amount involved, will suffice for 
illustration. Petit larceny is a misdemeanor; penalties are 
light, and no loss of civil rights are involved. Grand larcen~ 
however, is a felony, and conviction carries longer sentences 
1 in a penitentiary; civil rights are lost and the convicted per-
son acquires the social stigma of being regarded as a criminal. 
To appropriate or attempt to appropriate the posses-
sions of others is a universal trait among small children who 
have not yet learned to differentiate between "mine and thine". 
They react to the attractiveness of objects, h~ve no social 
concept of ownership. As children grow older and into 
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adulthood, a similar attitude is exhibited toward impersonally 
owned property in schools, hotels, and pullman oars. This be-
havior is t~rmed "souvenir hunting". Call it as they may, it 
is nevertheless stealing. The rationale of 11 souvenir hunting" 
enables many people to view this with a light conscience, 
whereas they would recoil in horror from a similar theft by 
another individual. 
Stealing is intimately linked with all forms of eva-
sion and dishonesty, such as lying, cheating, and swindling. 
Such acts vary in the degree of aggression involved, but all 
are to be classified among the acts of aggression against I I 
others, individually or collectively. Even defensive lying is // 
an aggressive act, as is truancy; both represent rebellion and 
an attempt to escape unpleasant situations. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, to find that lying is by far the most common 
symptom with those who steal. It is a justifiable conclusion 
that the several forms of dishonesty are likely to appear in 
the same oases and to stem from tbe same roots. 
Stealing has many often complex motivations. From the 
literature on the subject, much has been made of the relation-
ship between repressed or distorted sexual impulses and steal- 1 
ing. Stealing is often interpreted as a substitute sexual act. 
~ - Such oases do occur, but not with sufficient frequency to ex-
plain a considerable proportion of oases of stealing. In 
general, stealing is to be considered a problem only when it 
13 
becomes evident that it is a mode of reaction persisted in be-
yond the time when the indiscriminate collection of belongings 
should have been replaced by clear-cut conceptions of owner-
ship and property rights. In the country, orchards and melon 
patches are considered fair game. In the cities, fruit stands, 
candy stores, and the 11 five and dime" stores replace the rural 
targets. The motivating force behind such stealing is desire. 
Satisfying the desire does not produce any appreciable feeling 
of guilt, because of the impersonality of the act or the plen-
tifulness of the supply of what is taken, on the one hand, and 
on the other, the fact that the stealing is usually done, or 
at least begun, by groups. The protective colorations of the 
group or "gang", especially when leadership is vested in one 
or more of the older youths who are glamorous and heroic fig-
ures because of their bold and adventurous activities, is par-
ticularly important. 
Experience · in different clinics seems to vary consider-
ably. Whether this is due to actual differences in type of 
oases, in the type of material sought, or in interpretation, 
remains obscure. Lowry states: 
••• that at least among children the major types 
of stealing are: (1) the satisfaction of an ap-
petite or desire for possession, the powers of 
inhibition not being sufficient to restrain the 
act of gratification; (2) the means of securing 
status in the group either by proving to be dar-
ing and competent in such acts or by using ar-
ticles or money stolen as gifts to purchase the 
favor of the group, a type of stealing called 
"splurge" stealing that is probably the commonest 
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type referred to clinics for study; (3) symbolic 
stealing, in which sexual symbolisms are also 
frequent. It is the cases in which symbolism is 
prominent that intensive psychotherapy is indi-
cated.l 
Stealing a Neurotic Act. 
The writer has presented some generalizations on lar-
ceny and would now like to present a few specific examples on 
the subject as expressed by some prominent writers in the field 
of juvenile delinquency. No clear cut causes of stealing have 
been defined by any of these authorities. The causes which 
were named depended upon the particular individual approach 
used by these writers when making their study. For instance, 
George E. Gardner summarizes his findings on stealing thus: 
Stealing fulfills all of the requirements of the 
neurotic act. In the first place, it is a defense 
against the instinctual desires through a com-
promise between such desires and the demands of 
the repressing forces. In the second place 1 it is 
an infantile act in that it uses infantile methods 
to obtain its gratification. Third, the gratifi-
fications have been forbidden. Not only is there 
a prohibition against the gratification desired, 
but also a prohibition against the way or method 
in which the gratification is gained. Finally, 
the infantile act is repetitive and is subject to 
reactivation and expression when a "trigger mech-
anism" is found that sets in motion the infantile 
desires.2 
Kate Friedlander, writing on the same subject, comes 
rather close to saying the same thing about stealing when she 
writes: 
1. L. G. Lowry, Psychiatry for Social Workers, P. 298. 
2. George E. Gardner, Smith College Studies in Social 
Work, Vol. 17, 1946-47. 
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Stealing often is done as a means of expressing 
a hidden desire due to impulses which are very 
strong. 
Along with this us usually found a weak ego 
where certain instinctive urges were concerned and 
a super-ego not yet independent; a condition in 
the structure of the mind which makes for anti-
social character formation so the impulse could 
find a way into action. 
Stealing, the symptom as we might call it, serves 
two ends: it gives some satisfaction, in a sym-
bolic form, to the instinctive urge, and it satis-
fies the demand of the super-ego for punishment. 
Like every symptom, a comprise.3 
Stealing and Sex 
Almost all of the writers in the field of delinquency, 
and particularly those on the subject of larceny, have men-
tioned sex as an underlying cause of stealing. Usually, how-
ever, this type of stealing was of a special type and its oc-
currence very limited in scope. William Healy found in his 
study of delinquency4 over a long period of time that one of 
the causes for stealing was indulgence in secret sex practices. 
He states that because of these sex practices there is actual 
physical depletion which renders the functions of the nervous 
system below par. Where there is depletion and a moderate 
amount of mental weakness from bad sex habits, stimulants of 
various kinds are very often demanded. He mentions the case 
3. Kate Friedlander, Juvenile Delinquency, Psycho-
analytical Approach, International Universal Press, N. Y., PP• 
130-131. 
4. William Healy, Honesty, Bobbs Merrill Co., 
Indianapolis - 1915, pp 99-100 
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of a boy who had masturbated since he was five, but who no 
longer found pleasure in it when he grew older because he felt 
it made him mentally inferior and caused lose of manliness. 
The result was that he began to steal because it gave him the 
same kind of pleasure as masturbation without the loss of man-
liness which he considered worse than the possibility of being 
detected by society as a thief. Often, when companions have 
been stealing together, the real bond of union between or 
among them has been discovered to be not their desire to prey 
on others but their common knowledge of illicit sex affairs 
indulged in, either together or under mutual stimulation~ 
More examples could be cited but the writer believes 
that the foregoing material has been sufficient for illustra-
tive purposes. 
Stealing as a Mode of Behavior 
The writer would now ·like to consider stealing indulged 
in over a long period and become a habit which developed into 
an actual pattern of behavior, and where the person has already 
attained the age of differentiation regarding what belongs to 
him and what belongs to his neighbor. 
Teaching children respect for property is done early 
in life by parents and others usually through example. The 
child, when young, learns by imitation. He wants to be like 
his mother or father. If examples 1n the child's environment 
are bad, then bad habits may be expected. We have the example 
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Group Determined Stealing Patterns 
The neighborhood also has much to do with the shaping 
of these attitudes as has the family and the cultural life of 
' the group. For if the moral attitudes in a group indicate 
laCk of respect for persons and objects, then the boy or girl 
living in that type of environment is more likely to come in 
conflict with law and authority outside his group. The boy 
who comes from a home in which there is bickering or where he 
is abused or neglected is likely to find an outlet in miscon-
duct. It is not uncommon to find that traditions and patterns 
of delinquency are handed down from one generation to another 
through group contacts. Activities like stealing fruit, lift-
ing brass from empty buildings, "rolling drunks", and "strip-
ping carsn are neighborhood sports that the children in gangs 
learn early in the course of their everyday experiences. 
Through force of habit, they become educated in crime. They 
are encouraged in their delinquencies by unscrupulous persons 
who buy their stolen wares and are spurred into committing 
more serious offenses 1n the hope of emulating known older 
1 criminals. Their heroes are the underworld 11 big shots"; their 
ambition is to advance from petty thieving to daylight robbery. 
They know about the inside workings of the organized and power-
ful criminal gangs and their "rackets"; they become wise in 
the ways of political corruption and smirk at the alliance be-
tween politics and crime. 
20 

of his stealing habit. The boy's trouble began in the family 
and sprang from parental neglect in their failure to inculcate 
in him the difference between what was his and what belonged 
to others. Along with this was the parents' failure to attend 
1 to his physical development eating, sleeping, etc., and the 
fact that he did not get along with his playmates. He resorte& 
to masturbation when out of harmony with his environment and 
later retreated from the realities of life by frequent visits 
to the movies and listening to mystery stories. 
As N---- advanced in years, he broadened his 
field of activities so far as stealing was con-
cerned. He went from the home to his playmates; 
later on, to stores; and finally he developed and 
carried out well-laid plans to enter the homes in 
the neighborhood, taking money in the form of 
petty cash from pocketbooks, toy savings banks, 
and so forth. It was while on one of these pil-
fering escapades that he was apprehended. He ad- ' 
mitted a long series of delinquencies to his 
mother; after a family conference, he was given a 
series of daily lectures by his father, meanwhile 
being completely ostracized from his family and 
having all his meals in his room. The boy was 
completely bewildered and confused, as well as 
frightened, by this method of punishment; and al-
though both parents unflinchingly carried out the 
measures which they thought were best suited to 
eradicate the •criminal tendencies'' in their son, 
they were depressed and discouraged. 
This father was a hard-working, fairly successful 
businessman, who took great pride in his honesty 
and let it be known that his integrity was beyond 
reproach. He was a man without interests or 
friends and entirely dependent upon business for 
any satisfactions in life. The mother was a 
high-strung, nervous, unstable individual who al-
ways spoke in superlatives and was primarily con-
cerned about how things would affect her. She 
was much more concerned about protecting the 
reputation of the family than in understanding 
22 

from the parents themselves.? 
The above case may be summarized briefly by stating 
that the stealing involved was not an end in itself but a 
means of gaining recognition from the group to which the boy 
felt he wanted to belong. 
Some Conclusions From The Literature On Delinquency 
From the material presented by authorities on delin-
quency and more particularly on the subject of stealing, cer-
tain conclusions may be drawn which should give us some indi-
cation of why children steal. The writer will present these 
conclusions now and later, in another chapter, will compare 
them with conclusions he has made from his study of larceny 
from case histories which he handled in certain district 
courts of his district. 
The general orientation of writers on the subject of 
juvenile stealing is very well summarized by Lowry. This 
author states that: 
Stealing has socio-economic as well as psycho-
logical and psychiatric factors. These combine 
in various ways to determine the extent and 
varieties of the activity. A revenge motivation 
against society in general or against particular 
groups or individuals is often found. These 
grievances may be real or fancied •••• it is not 
enough to view merely the external features of 
the environment -- the economic situation, depri-
vations, etc.,-- and assess the blame for the 
?. Dr. Douglas A. Thorn, Guiding the Adolescent, Child-
ren's Bureau Publication 225, 1946, pp. 57, 59. 
24 

are at that oversensitive period of life when physical ex-
haustion, family strain and dissensions are apt to do ineradi-
cable harm to the physical and psychic development and leave 
the individual with permanent handicaps. In fact, parental 
behavior is the cause of much delinquency everywhere. The 
rising rate of divorce and separation is symptomatic of the 
growing home-environmental disorganization to which children 
are exposed. As Phillis Blanchard says: 
Stealing may be incidental to the desire to es-
cape from an unhappy home life, money .being taken 
as a means of running away. Stealing in order to 
treat playmates and thus assure popularity with 
them, or to buy playthings or go to the movies, 
is associated with unsatisfactory conditions in 
respect to play activities. Again, stealing may 
be a requisite of membership in some particular 
gang. Indeed, there is practically no limit to 
the number of social conditions which can lead to 
this type of misconduct.lO 
r 
I 
I 
As we can see from the statement above, the causes for , 
stealing are complex and cover nearly every phase of the delin-
quent's life. It is safe to say then, that no specific set of 
causes can be applied to any case of stealing but that certain 
conditions present in every stealing episode could have pro-
duced the stealing. 
10. Phyllis Blanchard, The Child and Society, Chicago 
University Press, Chicago, Ill., 1928.pp 290-291 
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CHAPTER III 
JUVENILE LAWS AND THE DISTRICT COURT 
History of the District Court 
The District Court in Massachusetts was the outgrowth 
and development of the trial justices and police courts. Their 
rise throughout the state was allowed by legislative enactments!! 
so that at different periods over the last century and a half, 
' seventy-three separate district courts have cropped up all over 
the commonwealth. 
The records show that most of the district courts in 
the Worcester County area were established in the decade t.rom 
1868 to 1878. The District Court of East Brookfield was es-
tablished in 1902. These courts formerly had limited juris-
diction of up to $300 in civil matters and over petty criminal 
offenses. At the present time they have unlimited jurisdiction 
in civil cases and dispose of the bulk of criminal business 
that comes before the courts. During the early years of their 
existence, the district courts tried juveniles in the same 
manner as adult criminals. Strictly juvenile sessions were a 
slow development and it was only with the help of some social 
reformers that the juvenile court and juvenile sessions were 
established. 
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town by-law or commits an offence not punishable by death, or 
by imprisonment for life.u4 
In order to clarify the difference between a 11 delin-
quent11 and a 11 wayward11 child, the same law established the 
definition of a "wayward child11 , as one "between seven and 
seventeen years of age who habitually associates with vicious 
or immoral persons, or who is growing up in circumstances ex-
posing him to lead an immoral, vicious or criminal life. 11 5 
It is a well known fact that unfortunately many child-
ren lead lives so described and the law has been set up to try 
to prevent such conditions. 
It might be well to know what other significant changes 
have been made in our treatment of the juvenile offender and 
how these differ from proceedings against older criminals. 
These changes have come about through revision of the 
old procedures, each revision tending to diverge further from 
the old cr~nal code. In spite of all revisions, however, 
many features of the old criminal code still have an influence 
on our present ways of dealing with juveniles. Some of these 
features are enumerated in the report of the Massachusetts 
Child Council: 
Guilt as a pre-requisite to court action or 
treatment. The primary condition of delinquency, 
a violation of law. The juvenile required, in 
courts loyal to the legal precedents, to plead 
~. Massachusetts Probation Manual Boston, 1936. 
5. ~· 
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guilty or not guilty. 
Transformation of the court from juvenile to 
criminal proceedings, perhaps instantaneously , on 
the determination by the judge to set aside delin-
quency proceedings and act under the criminal law. 
Appeal, as in criminal cases, with complete re-
view in Superior Court, to be "tried11 as in crim-
inal cases, with 11 trial 11 list and docket, all 
cases of which shall be 11 tried 11 unless otherwise 
disposed of by direct order of the court. 
Subjection to authority of the prosecuting at-
torney. While this control and the "nol pros" 
power were supposed to be abolished by a legis-
lative act of 1916, and were so treated for a 
time, the resumption of authority by district at-
torneys has not been seriously challenged. 
Commitment to jail for temporary detention and 
for default in payment of a fine. 
Bail in amounts determined by the court's re-
cognition of criminal character of alleged of-
fense. 
Recownition of offence as determining the "con-
dition of delinquency with the exception, at any 
age, of serious ones, such as are under the crim-
inal code punishable by life imprisonment or 
death. 
Survival of minimum of seven years in cogni-
zance of delinquency, in contrast m no minimun 
in allegation of being neglected. 
Possible transfer from juvenile 11 training 
schools" to adult reformatory. 
Terminology of criminal law; complaint (on oat~~ 
warrant; adjudication; crime; trial (as in re-
quirement of presence of probation officer); con-
viction; fine; suspend (execution of "sentence" or 
order); lock-up and police station (in case of 
11 arrest" of a boy over twelve); capias; subpoena; 
accusation; found delinquent. 
Jurisdiction based on place of offense and not 
31 
on residence.6 
Probation Supervision 
Again, as in the disposition of the case, the juvenile 
court standards are clearly defined as to the matter of proba-
tion supervision, numerous qualifications having been set down 
for a probation officer to possess and put into practice. The 
merit system is in effect for probation officers. College or 
equivalent education is required and one year's experience in 
case work under supervision. Adequate compensation, a light 
case load, special work for specially trained personnel, six 
months to one year minimum probation period, regular reporting 
on delinquent boys of twelve years or over, regular home visit~ 
special detailed school reports, and supervision of probation 
officers' work by a state commission, are some of the require-
ments for the work. 
In Massachusetts the probation officer is responsible 
sol~ to the court or courts by which he is appointed, but he 
has also come to be regarded as an agent for the promotion or 
good moral and physical conditions in the home and in the com-
munity. He should recognize the needs of his probationers and 
call upon those persons in a position to aid him, such as 
parents, relatives, friends, police, physicians, school 
J --------------6. Massachusetts Child Council, Juvenile Delinquency 
in Massachusetts as a Public Responsibility, Boston, 1939, 
pp. 13-14. 
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1 teachers, clergymen and social agencies, as well as the 
various municipal officials. 
Probation officers may be appointed to act exclusively 
in juvenile cases. The administrative committee of district 
courts designates district courts within counties (exclusive 
of the county of Suffolk) to join in the appointment of a male 
and female Juvenile Probation Officer. Such probation officers 
may be appointed in courts in the county of Suffolk (exclusive 
of the Boston Juvenile Court), so designated by the justices 
of the Municipal Court of the city of Boston. 
The appointment and removal of the foregoing officers 
are initiated by the justices concerned and approved by the 
administrative committee of district courts outside the county 
of Suffolk, and by the Municipal Court of the city of Boston, 
in the county of Suffolk, following consultation with the 
Board of Probation. Salaries for these officers are named by 
the justices concerned and approved by the county commissioners 
and the administrative committee of district courts for the 
courts outside the county of Suffolk. 
Juvenile Proceedings 
From the district court monograph we find the follow-
ing procedure recommended in all juvenile cases: 
The nature of the proceeding shall not be 
deemed criminal in character. General standards 
state that the disposition of a case involving a 
child in the juvenile court shall not be lawful 
evidence against the child in any civil, criminal 
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a wide diversity in methods and practices. As a matter of law, 
a separate room is required and every effort is made to avoid 
a court-like atmosphere. The court practices vary greatly. 
It may consist of a sitting where each child is brought before 
the judge and left alone with him for an informal talk prior 
to a hearing, if one is necessary, or a room crowded with 
people representing other defendants, their parents, witnesses, 
police officers, representatives of public and private agencies 
and court officials. The statute is specific in its require-
ment as to the exclusion of minors and all those who have no 
direct interest in the case. 
Detention 
This subject is a very much discussed one and the 
standards set down are quite definite. The juvenile court law 
in this state provides that an arrested child, unless otherwise 
ordered, shall be released to the care of his parents on their 
agreement to produce him in court. When detention is necessar.y, 
11 it should, as far as possible, be in a private boarding house. 
This time should be kept to a minimum. The time limit for the 
disposition of the case by the court is twenty days. The child 
must be returned to the court within ten days after commitment 
for detention. 
Methods of Detention 
Juvenile court standards have made many excellent 
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plans as to the circumstances under which a child may be de-
tained. The essential features of detention homes should be: 
(a) control of the homes by the juvenile court; (b) provisions 
made for segregation of sexes, types of children, isolation, 
and medical facilities; (c) facilities that will bring about a 
complete examination of the child; (d) specialized school work 
and recreational facilities; (e) effective supervision; {f) no 
disciplinary action. 
Study of the Case 
There are six steps taken to insure a thorough study 
of the case of each child brought into court and whose case is 
filed according to the general standards. First, a social in-
vestigation should be made. The second step takes up the es-
sentials of an adequate case study, which include study of 
the child himself, a physical and mental examination, behavior 
• 
and developmental history, environment, family and home condi- , 
tiona. Thirdly, expert psychiatric and psychologic study 
should be made in cases where investigation shows there is a 
need. Fourth, the clinic for the study of the child should be 
a separate branch of the court or a separate agency staffed 
with necessary trained personnel. Next, women physicians 
should be available to examine girls. Lastly, for rural com-
munities, facilities for the study of the child may be pro-
vided through traveling clinics. 
Massachusetts laws appear to fulfill the requirements 
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summed up in the first four essential steps listed. However, 
these laws do not provide for the last two essentials dealing 
with women physicians and rural communities. 
Most juvenile court laws specify investigation of the 
case by a probation officer and a report to the court. 
Disposition of Cases 
The matter of disposition of cases involves consider-
able serious thought. There are eight rules to be followed 
These are: 
I 
for adequate and fair treatment of the child. 
1 1. There should be available resources for the 
1 supervision of children in their own homes, or 
in family homes or institutions where no family 
home is available. 
2. Institutional care should be used only as a 
last resort. 
3. Fines should never be imposed in children's 
cases. Restitution or reparation should be re-
quired only when they have disciplinary value. 
4. The order of commitment should be accompanied 
by examination and investigations. 
5. Children placed in institutions or in a 
private agency should remain under the jurisdic-
tion of the court. 
6. It is preferable to place children through 
private agencies. 
?. The court should see to it that parents con-
tribute to the support of their children when com~ 
mit ted. 
8. The juvenile court should see to it that 
proper proceedings are instituted in another 
court when adults are found to be aiding in de-
linquency. 
II 
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In Massachusetts, the first two rules apply. The third 
rule, concerning fines, is not followed. A $5.00 fine for 
violating the terms of probation may be imposed if the court 
advises. The fourth and fifth and sixth rules are also ap-
plicable in Massachusetts. There is now a law authorizing 
the court to order the parents to contribute toward the child-
' 
ran's support when committed. 
Records . 
The matter of records is considered to be quite 1m-
portant ·and it is preferred that they be kept confidential. 
In Massachusetts practice, only the consent of the judge will 
allow the records to become public. The probation officer is 
required by law to send records to the State Board of Proba-
tion on every case which is disposed of in the courts. 
Conclusion 
What are we to conclude t.rom the material presented 
in this chapter? We may summarize the answer by saying that 
from our present laws dealing with the treatment of juveniles 
in our courts, a great deal still remains to be done. To be 
sure some progress has been made but a better rounded out pro-
gram for juveniles is still lacking. The treatment of juven-
iles after commitment and the conduct of juvenile sessions 
could stand much improvement. There is at the present time in 
the Massachusetts legislature a bill to establish a Youth 
1
) 
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Service Board for the care and treatment of juveniles both be-
fore they become delinquent and after. Such a bill, if made 
into law, would be a valuable step in solving the problem of 
delinquency. 
It should be our duty to strive toward the goals set 
up by the Children's Bureau, for, in order to bring about ef-
fective decrease in juvenile delinquency, we must care for 
juveniles and guide them according to our best lights. 
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less adequately serviced with regard to school facilities and 
other vital community facilities. 
Only five of the families own their own home and the 
remaining twenty live in largely substandard flats. All of the 
families suffer from overcrowding since the family size is far 
above the mean figure for the nation as a whole. 
}~1 but six of the families profess the Catholic faith 
but only three admit to attending church regularly. These 
three families have attempted to provide a religious education 
for their children, but, particularly in the cases of the de-
linquents, have been unsuccessful. 
r 
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The greater majority of the delinquent boys came from 
families that were, formally at least, intact, and where the 
mother and father were the natural parents. In nine cases, 
however, the family has been broken either by divorce, separa- 1 
tion, desertio~or death, though in several of these cases re-
marriage occurred and the child lived with his o\'m parent and 
stepmother or stepfather, as the case may be. The stability 
of the majority of the formally non-broken marriages, however, 
appears to be superficial. In ten of the remaining sixteen 
families, one or more of the parents exhibited serious person-
ality disturbances, seven of which take the form of advanced 
alcoholism. 
What characterizes the vast majority of the families 
here studied is the unhealthy relationship existing not only 


example, a young child stole a camera which he did not know 
how to operate and in which he was not particularly interested. 
11 
In another case, a child stole a soda although his father sold 
sodas and he could have them for the asking. Of course, in 
this last case, it is likely that poor relations between the 
two barred the boy from coming to the father for the sodas. It 
is worthwhile noting that in but very few instances did the 
delinquent boys steal without some reasonable, conventional, 
explanation for their action. The reason offered could cer-
tainly be valid in most cases because of the extreme poverty of 
their parents, but it probably served to cloak equally signifi-
cant psychological meanings which will be suggested later. In 
the latter case, the reason given has a double function: 1-
the rationale offers the delinquent, who probably is unaware 
of the re·al motivation of his act, a plausiblE; sane raison-
d1etre for his action. In this way, the ego preserves its in-
tegrity: and 2- it may satisfy some of the public to whom he 
may justify his act (as in the case of the officials). 
There is also the question of the psychological mean-
ings behind the steaiing. The results are not very reliable 
in the statistical sense. In the majority of the cases, steal-
ing seemed to be an expression of the lack of a combination of 
several or all of the following traits: love, security, hos-
tility and rejection. 
At this point, five of the twenty-five cases discussed 
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time, that she doesn't know where he gets his 
11 crazy ideas". 
Tom seems to feel that as long as you can get 
away with something and don't get caught, it 1s all 
right. Once, after being picked up by the police 
for a theft, he denied it bitterly and told them 
to offer proof that he did it. The police, after 
an investigation, furnished all the proof that was 
necessary to implicate Tom and he finally admittea 
his guilt, asking, 11 How did you find out? 11 
Tom fe els he cannot keep from taking other 
people s property, stating he knows it's wrong but 
doesn 1 t know why he does it. He has a strong urge 
to possess money and tries desperately to get it 
even if it means stee~ing to get it. He feels 
that if he received the same consideration as his 
brothers, he wouldn't be half as much trouble to 
anybody as he is. Many times when he and his 
brothers were out somewhere and got into some mis-
chief, Tom would be sure to be blamed by his 
mother. One day the boys worked at picking 
apples and earned some money. They decided to 
travel to a large city nearby to attend a movie. 
After attending the movie and getting home late, 
the mother demanded an explanation. When she 
learned what had happened, she accused Tom of 
being the instigator of the adventure and was 
again reminded not to get into trouble or impli-
cate others in it. If an argument starts at 
home and a few fists start flying, Tom is always 
blamed whether he is at fault or not. The reason 
for this is, of course, that the mother believes 
that Tom lies about everything and the word of her 
other children is always more reliable than his. 
On some occasions she has, however, stuck by what 
Tom has said. 
Tom says his younger brother is never picked on 
and he is always on the receiving end. Because 
he is always picked on and many of his privi leges 
are taken away from him, he often wishes he could 
go to live with an aunt just to get away from 
home. 
At school Tom does good work and his recor 
shows that he is industrious, courteous, cooper-
ative and above average as a student. His class-
mates often remark, when he comes into the room, 
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that everyone keep their hands in their pockets --
meaning there would be less chance of having 
their pockets picked. Tpis has been a drawback 
to Tom in that he has very few friends at school. 
He realizes this fact and claims he tried to do 
something about it. 
The family owns their home, the local bank hold-1 ing a mortgage on it. It is situated in a fairly 
good neighborhood with plenty of land all around 
1 it. It is an eight-room house with most of the 
rooms used as bedrooms. The living conditions are 
crowded and the mother has a difficult time keep-
ing the house tidy, especially with so many young 
children running around in it. Because of over-
crowding, one or two of the children have been 
boarded out with an aunt or uncle for short 
periods to relieve these conditions. Considering 
many of these adverse factors, the family has donell 
very well. 
I 
When asked why he stole the money, Tom replied that 
there was no money at home, and consequently no allowances for 
such things as candy and movies. But he was later confronted 
with other things that he stole, such as sugar. He had a 
plausible explanation for this one too. Once again we must 
assert that the objective needs are present, and are equally 
true for the vast majority of the cases considered. The 
economic condition of Tocls family offers him a conventionally 
understandable, if not acceptable, pretext for his larceny. 
While it is not necessary to deny that this has substantial 
validity, it is clear that stealing has other hidden motiva-
tions as well. Certainly Tom could get part-time work as some 
of the other boys have done. Tom himself offered the Proba-
tion Officer an insightful observation: 11 "If (I) received the 
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same consideration as my brothers, (I) wouldn't be half as 
much trouble as (I) am .. n 
Thus, the chief difficulty here too seems to be on the I 
psychological level. Tom feels strongly rejected and deprived 
of love. This renders him more sensitive to any slight in-
equities in treatment. For instance, he resented, as a case 
of favoritism a procedure whereby any money for allowances is 
distributed among the children according to age priority, 
which means that he rarely receives any allowances. He feels, 
too, that the family, especially his mother, pick on him. 
This is largely true. His oolinquent patterns have convinced 
his mother that when in doubt in the event of any foul play, 
Tom is guilty until proven otherwise. This has reinforced his 
feelings of being rejected. 
The consequence of this feeling of rejection is hos-
tility which is expressed not only towards the parents but to-
ward the other siblings. He behaves in an authoritarian at-
titude towards them, as exemplified in the way he monopolized 
the radio. It is hard, in this context, to evaluate his oc-
casional purchase of gifts which he will distribute among the 
siblings, with whom he is generally at loggerheads. It may be 
out of feeling of guilt and a desire to win their approval in 
the light of his social isolationj but it may be a way of dis-
playing his independence. The rejection he suffers and the 
favoritism he sees make him distrustful. The small number of 
5'f' 
friends he has testifies to his fear of exposing himself to 
people and suffering more rejection. 
Tom has a strong desire to possess money. It is prob-
able that money symbolizes the ability to win status and ap-
proval, to buy favors and affection, a value which permeates 
American culture. Besides, money is more reliable in this con 
nection than spontaneously relating himself to people, a pro-
cess in which he has no faith. Behind stealing also is are-
venge motive which he seeks to exploit because it embarrasses 
his parents. 
His feeling that 11 as long as you can get away with it, , 
it's all right, 11 is symptomatic of poor relationship to people. 
It is the precise antithesis of the 11 do unto others" prescrip-
tion which is at the heart of conscience and moral training. 
But this implies a basic empathy with people, a trust in them 
that must be moulded in the early years within the family. In 
Tom's case there was neither contact nor intimacy so necessary 
for the inculcation of moral precepts. 
Case 3 
Andy, a fifteen-year-old boy, was brought be-
fore the juvenile court for stealing a radio and 
several bottles of· whiskey from his employer who 
operated a food and liquor establishment. He was 
assisted in his venture by his buddy, who also 
worked with Andy assisting the chef. The events 
which led up to this theft may be summed up in 
this manner: 
Andy, who was working for his employer 1 was onl~, 
fifteen, and the school authorities requested tba , ; 
===#====-= - ------
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on a main route leading into another state. It 
was rather isolated from any homes or business 
places and the trade was mostly of a transient 
variety. Andy lived about five miles from the 
place and journeyed to and from it to his home 
with his bicycle. He worked there for about four 
to five months. 
Andy's home is situated about a half mile from 
the center of town and the neighborhood is con-
sidered a good one. The neighborhood is well 
populated and has never been known as a delinquent 
area or one which produced delinquency. At court 
Andy said he wouldn't care if he were sent tore-
form school because, as he stated, it couldn't be 
any worse than home. 
Like the others, Andy offered the need for money as his 
reason for stealing but,in view of the fact that he was cur-
rently employed,-we shall have to look further for the compel -
J1ng motivations. 
Andy's parents, much like the parents in the previous 
II cases, complained of his stubbornness, disobedience and his 
II 
often domineering ways. This personality trait constellation 
is associated also with his distrust of people, his withdrawal, 
and his fevJ friends. 
We find here, unlike the previous cases cited in de-
tail, a family which broke up and in which the parents each re-
married. Between the divorce and the remarriage of the mother, 
approximately two years elapsed in which the brothers (includ-
ing Andy) were placed in a foster home. The divorce probably 
played a significant role in Andy's derelictions since it oc-
curred when he was at a particularly tender age (he wasseven 
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Andy felt that his mother was interested only in his brother. /1 
Though the corroborating evidence is not at hand, it is 
probable that the boy experienced rivalry with hie stepfather 
for his mother's attention. It is natural to expect that such 
a reunion would be fraught with tension under the most favor-
able of circumstances, and that Andy's disobedience here was 
an expression of his resentment and rebellion at the love de -
privation. Andy then went to live with his father. His dis-
obedience continued. His father and stepmother exercised no 
supervision since they were away at work during the greater 
part of the day. 
All these factors channeled his thoughts and actions 
along lines of escape. For refuge he drifted to the level of 
friends who would accept him if he were willing to prove him-
self available in any of their evil plans. Another avenue 
open to him was togo to work,which he tried, finding that the 
school laws forbade this because he was under age. 
It is difficult to ascribe Andy's delinquencies to any 
one motive but probably all of them played some part. But that 
a little affection or even interest on the part of the parents ! 
might here have prevented a delinquent career, is scarcely opeq 
to question. 
Case 4 
Robby, a twelve-year-old, was brought to juvenile court for entering a grocery store at 
night and stealing candy and other sweets. He had 
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been with two companions the same age as himself. 
They gained entrance by using an orange box to 
stand on and lifting up a windol>T located in the 
rear of the store. The knowledge of gaining acces 
into the store was conveyed to them by some other 
friends who claimed to have been there some time 
previously. This job was supposed to be an easy 
one. The police, who had been receiving compla1~ 
of breaking in from the manager of the store, were 
ready for such an event. Though they waited, the 
boys had succeeded in eluding them, but it was not 
long before they were apprehended. 
It was learned also that Robby was guilty of 
other offenses of a similar nature. On one oc-
casion, he stole some clothes for himself from a 
do\';ntown department store. Another time, he went 
through the grocery counter of a store, helping 
himself to whatever he could carry away without 
being detected. At other times he pilfered boxes 
of candy from parked freight cars in the freight 
yard which was located near his house. On most of 
his stealing escapades, he was accompanied by one 
or more friends, but on his escapades at the 
freight yard he was usually alone. 
When asked why he stole, he replied that he 
wanted some candy and some clothes. At one of the 
department stores he stole a pair of trousers and 
some socks which he needed. At home he told his 
mother that he had earned the money to buy the 
trousers by selling some of his junk which he col-
lected from time to time. 
At the time he pilfered the candy bars from the 
freight car, he gave a full box to one of his 
friends for allowing him the use of his bicycle. 
~~~Y Robby was generous with his stolen prop-
erty, usually sharing it amongst his friends. It 
was customary for him to swap his stolen merchan-
dise for things his pals had which he did not have. 
His friends also loaned him articles like bats, 
gloves, and the like, for his stolen wares. It 
got so that Robby's friends looked forward to 
these 11 gifts 11 from him, although they realized he 
was in no position to buy them. Some of his 
friends knew that Robby was stealing but this 
didn 1 t matter too much to them as they were almost 
all neighborhood friends. Robby never mentioned 
where or how he obtained his stolen wares and 
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confided mis misdeeds to only one or two of his 
best friends. 
Robby is the fifth of seven children. He has 
two older brothers, the oldest being seventeen, 
and two older sisters, with a brother and sister 
younger than he. These children are all by a com-
mon law marriage. One day, several years ago, the 
father left home and never returned. The mother 
feels certain that he is now dead. She has not 
heard from him or anything about him since he lef~ 
The mother is a small, frail woman who has strug-
gled to improve her unfortunate circumstances by 
trying to provide her family with a home and the 
food and shelter they need. She has shouldered 
the whole burden of responsibility for the home 
and the load has aged her prematurely. The 
father of this, family used to leave home and stay 
away for days or weeks at a time. _ When he was 
away for any length of time, or unemployed, the 
family received welfare aid from the town. 
Robby is in the sixth grade at parochial school 
and does passing work there. He has failing 
marks in geography and history, but this is not 
enough to hold him back. His conduct is not good 
and he presents somewhat of a behavior problem to 
the teacher, but this has never amounted to any-
thing serious. The mother has sent all her child-
ren to parochial school and makes sure that all of 
them attend church on Sunday. She admits that she 
has a difficult time getting Robby to go to church 
regularly. He has also played truant from school. 
His mother says she can't do very much with hi~ 
as far as trying to keep him close to home all the 
time, and she feels that punishing him does no 
good. She says he likes to roam and doesn't stay 
close to home like the other children. As for 
friends, he has many, and usually they come to his 
house to play. He is well liked by his friends 
and gets along well with them. His mother does 
not think he is a really bad boy and says he gets 
along well with his brothers and sister~. There 
are fights between Robby and his siblings but she 
does not attach much significance to them, be-
lieving that these are just part of the growing-up 
process. She maintains that she tries to teach 
all her children right from 1~ong and has sent 
them to private school, hoping the school would be 
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an additional help to her teaching at home. But 
it should be noted that some of the older brother~ 
and sisters had their scrapes with the law, too. 
Most of the clothes he wears are patched, 
showing long wear and much repair. He never had 
many good clothes to wear owing to the family's 
poor economic situation. Many of his clothes 
came from some of the neighbors whose children had 
outgrown them. Along with this scanty ration of 
clothes went many other items such as toys and 
sports equipment. This situation left Robby de-
pendent upon his friends so that he was forced to 
share their property or resort to some other means 
of obtaining some of the toys the family could not 
provide for him. The father, who had been absent 
for three years and was now dead, according to the 
welfare department 1 was never able to provide very 
much for family. Robby was deprived of toys that 
other boys usually receive without too much 
trouble. 
The family lives on the first floor of a large _ 
four-storey apartment house. Half of the apart-
ment house is above ground, the other half below. 
The district is a working class neighborhood made 
up of families in the low income group. Most of 
Robby's friends come from this neighborhood which 
is located near the railroad tracks and only a 
11 few minutes from the downtown area. The boys have 
often played next to the railroad and were very 
familiar with its layout. The nearest recreation 
grounds are situated about a mile from the neigh-
borhood and the facilities there are poor. Robby 
and his friends used vacant lots, old, rundown, 
uninhabited houses, and some of the fields nearby 
for recreational areas. Robby's hours were spent 
on the streets and downtown in the shopping d~s­
trict. Although he attended movies in the after~ 
noon, he was downtown late at night on many oc-
casions. 
In the case of Robby, we have one which is somewhat 
different in quality from the more common pattern. He appears 
to be far better adjusted than the vast majority of the other 
I boys whom we have considered here. An important index of this 
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is his ability to relate in a fairly satisfactory way to his 
friends in his own age group. They come to his house and show 
a genuine liking for him. His behavior at home is not par-
ticularly bad. 
Stealing in the case of Robby appears to be functional 
in the economic sense. In the light of the extreme poverty of 
his family, Robby stole needed items of clothes and other thi~1 
regarded as necessaries by boys his age. Those goods which he 
didn't need, he traded with friends for things they had which 
he wanted. - In addition, he was rather generous with his 
friends as far as much ·of his loot is concerned. This was, in 
a fashion, his way of encouraging favors (of a material sort, 
such as loan of their equipment) from them. 
The boy, unlike the other boys already discussed, does 
not seem to harbor any marked hostility to his mother or 
father, nor to the siblings. 
It will be recalled from a statement in this case that 
the father had frequently been absent from home, with the re-
sult that he and Robby never were really close. This made the 
relationship a weak one between them and from this relationship 
it appears that the father contributed very little in the way 
of moral training or discipline for Robby. The only other re-
maining person to try to keep him under control was his mother. 
Her task from the beginning proved to be very great. Her com-
mon law marriage was a poor and unhappy one which failed to 
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afire, adding wood and other materials to the 
blaze. When smoke began appearing, the fire was 
spotted and quickly put out. At that time Paul 
was given a lecture by the police, his parents, 
and an attorney who was a close friend of the 
family. 
When the parents were confronted with the stea1~1 
ing episode, they defended Paul and placed most 
of the blame on his friends. The mother felt 
very strongly that Paul was being led into this 
trouble by one companion in particular of whom 
she did not approve. The father also stated that 
Paul 1 s pals had led him astray, thereby attempting 
to exonerate himself from any blame. They told 
about how good all their other children were and 
how quickly they get home from school. 
Both of the parents were born in Slovakia. The 
mother is high-strung and nervous; she does not 
speak English. They are both strict. The father 
went to work in a mill when he was fourteen years 
old. He has worked hard all his life and believes 
that his principle duty is to make money. They 
own their own home and live on the second floor 
of the apartment house. The family seems to be 
close knit and the parents have little recreation 
other than family affairs. The neighborhood is 
near the athletic field where Paul has been steal~ ' 
ing from automobiles. Paul was not a problem 
while growing up and he is cooperative about doing 
chores in the home and at school. He is friendly 
and likeable. There is emphasis on thrift in the 
family and Paul has no allowance. If he wants 
anything, the father will take him to the store 
to buy it. The mother gives the children small 
change and they take it to school to their 
teachers to deposit in a bank account of their 
own. The father has punished Paul by not allow-
ing him to go out alone. Since the stealing, he 
takes him out with him, and the older sister 
takes him to school. Paul has therefore been made 
to feel that he has been bad and an uncle will not 
allow him to come to his home because he thinks 
that Paul will be a bad influence on his cousins. 
Paul has reacted by not wanting to go with his 
friends and he no longer brings them home. 
His school record reveals that he is a boy of 
low average intelligence, a year retarded. He 
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repeated the first grade and is now in the third 
grade. He has competition from a sister who is 
also in the third grade with him. His teacher 
says that he has taken many articles from other 
children's desks and put them into his own. In 
checking his desk, she observed that he had quite 
a collection of things which belonged to his cl~ 
mates. In class 1 he is cooperative but indepen-
dent and works near capacity . The teacher feels 
that if he had better supervision at home, he 
could do much better. Outside of school, she 
says, he is bold and mischievous. When he walks 
to school his manner is cocky and somewhat arro-
gant. He leads other boys his age into all sorts 
of mischief at school and on the way home. 
The family is quite religious and sees to it 
that the children go to church regularly. Paul 
attends church regularly and goes to Sunday school 
classes. He is preparing to be an assistant at 
church services in the future. The father feels 
that this emphasis on religious teaching will be 
of help to Paul and should keep him out of trou~. 
Paul's family, being thrifty, spent money only 
for the barest necessities. The father could not 
be bothered to buy toys because the boys would 
break them and he considered that a waste of 
money. The father has a shed in the back yard 
which contains a work bench and tools, also much 
scrap lumber and other building materials which 
he permits Paul to use only for some repair 
around the house. He feels that Paul can learn 
to make carts and other toys by watching his 
father use the tools. He has limited Paul as to 
the number of tools he may use when he is work-
ing there alone. The father never made it a 
habit to take Paul an~vhere, because, as he , 
stated, he had other things to do. Besides;ndid 
not feel he could afford to do it. He always 
complained that it. would cost too much to take 
Paul anywhere because he felt he would have to 
take the other children along with them. He 
seemed to feel that Paul could find enough to do 
around the house to keep himself amused. The re-
lationship between Paul and his father is not 
warm and friendly but one of coldness and isola-
tion. 
The father thinks it is up to the school and the 
7Q 
I 
I 
\\ 
church to prepare Paul for life 1 s future. He 
gives his reason for this as the fact that he had 
no schooling himself and therefore is not in a 
position to be of much help to his son. Because 
of his strictness, the home is always tense, and 
Paul, like the other children, does not feel free 
to express himself. Another reason for the child-
ren's not feeling free is that whenever they play 
in the house, the mother, who is highly nervous, 
becomes easily disturbed and upset over the noise 
the children make with result that their play is 
cut short. All the children feel that they can-
not play long enough at home to enjoy themselves. 
Paul is smaller than the average boy his age but 
seems very energetic in his actions. He is not a 
talkative youngster and when he was asked why he 
stole, he could give no reason or explanation for 
it. Paul answered all questions in monosyllables! ! 
asked by the probation officer, and then only wit~ 
much d1 fficul ty. 
When reviewing this case for some determining factors 
having a strong influence in shaping this boy's delinquent be-
havior, we note in particular the fact that in this family both 
parents were strict. This severe discipline, with its emphasis 
on self-denial and moneyjtrumulation, makes this case rather a-
1
1 
typical in the lot of twenty-five. The father 1 s omnipresent .I 
and minute supervision and chaperoning produced an undue amount 
of fear in the children, particularly so in Paul 1 s case. Paul's 
father was literally dictatorial in running affairs at home an~ 
Paul was made to feel a stern hand whenever he stepped out of 
line. This attitude on the father's part practically elimi-
nated any chances of truly warm, friendly feeling between them. 
This severe discipline utterly crushed the boy, to the extent 
of rendering him almost inarticulate with other people and 
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making him seem, in the presence of authoritative adult figures,1 
completely spineless. The stern moral code that the father im-
parted to Paul was rendered completely ineffective because it 
was associated with feelings of rejection. Paul's father made 
him feel as though submission to himself was the price for af-
fection. 
~~en in school, Paul was not much of a behavior prob-
lem, although he did steal continuously, thereby isolating him-
self from his schoolmates. But outside the school, he went on 
delinquent sprees, exhibiting violent aggressive behavior. The 
aggressiveness is frequently associated with submissivness as a 
character trait. It appears that they are complementary. The 
delinquency seems a clearly compensatory attack on authority 
where it is sa~e to practice it. Stealing and aggressive be-
havior is Paul's way, too, of asserting his independence, al-
though he is really not free. Stealing is a direct attack on 
the very values and principles which his father prizes and 
lives by: careful~~ulation of money and property by hard 
work and thrift. By stealing too, the boy gets something '\-vi th-
out having to give up anything. 
In this chapter, the writer has presented data from the 
twenty-five cases which he selected as a basis for the examina 
tion of factors making for larceny as a delinquency pattern. 
In the beginning of the chapter, the general background data 
for the twenty-five cases were presented, and the cases were 
?3 
then summarized in the light of the seven basic questions 
which were posed at the beginning of this paper. Five of the 
cases were then presented in some detail and analyzed. In 
Chapter Five which follows, will be found an elaboration of 
the analysis of these case studies and their significance. 
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low economic status of their families. Can we conclude, then, 
that economic necessity was primarily responsible for the lar-
ceny? Although all but four of the boys were deprived of spend-
ing money allowances, and the usual games and toys associated 
with childhood, the answer cannot be in the affirmative. The 
majority of low-economic-status children do not become delin-
quent. And delinquency is not unknown among middle and upper . 
class children. Furthermore, in several of the cases included 
here, the boy stole objects which he obviously either did not 
need or could have had. This is not to deny that the objects 
stolen were not useful in themselves as was the case. But the 
data in the cases of the delinquents studied suggest strongly 
the additional presence of psychological functions in stealing. 
The most striking single factor which characterizes the 
twenty-five delinquent boys we have studied is the rejection 
which they have suffered. This emotional trauma was not merely ! 
situational. Undoubtedly most people have at one time ~ an-
other experienced this. But this incidental, casual kind of 
rejection in an everyday stream of fairly normal relationships 
has no ill effects on the personality structure. In each case, I 
the boys were exposed to rejection from persons of central sig-
11 
nificance to them, their parents, in their formative years. 
This rejection was their daily fare during the delicate period 
when the personality is emerging: when they acquire a self, 
learn how to respond to others, acquire a super-ego, in short, 
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become socialized. Depending upon the degree of disturbed re-
lationships with the parents and on compensatory relationships 
outside the home they may have formed, this resulted in feelinga' 
of inadequacy, in resentment for 11 any disciplinary measures 
that might have been imposed," or for any requests \'Jhich, in the 
absence of sound affective relationships, lost all meaning and 
l"rere defined as "demands". That so many of these boys, in fact 
all with but three exceptions, exhibited traits of aggressive-
ness, stubbornness, and domineering, seems highly significant. 
It appears to be partly compensatory and partly an expression 
of rebellion to demands that are made of them, behavior pat-
terns which make these boys often hard to get along with for 
other boys with the consequence that with few exceptions they 
do not have many friends. 
An overpowering need to be related to people, to secure 
approval and affection from some quarter, led the vast majority 
of these boys to seek it from acquaintances. The basic sense 
of inadequacy led these boys to anticipate failure in their 
relationships with other lads and,more frequently than not, it 
appears, they were correct. Their sensitivity to snubs, and 
the unusual demands for recognition do not augment the likeli-
hood of success. For these reasons, the author feels that 
these delinquents arm themselves with a crutch and seek to 
"buy with gifts" the favor of their acquaintances. This, in-
cidentally, also augments their own sense of self-importance. 
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ThisJliow they believe people relate to each other. And this is 
how people do relate, mechanically to be sure, where they have 
not learned to relate in a warm, friendly, and social manner. 
And we see that the economic factor takes on meaning in this 
social context, where the object stolen satisfies either an 
immediate need or can be used to obtain status and approval 
within a group. 
But why stealing? We have learned that but for a very 
fe"f1T boys, allol-tances l1Tere unknown among the delinquents. 
Further, the vast majority af these boys were under the legal 
"t<rork-age limit, and those that did work received insignificant 
remuneration. But this is stillnot enough. True, the motiva-
tion for obtaining the objects desired was strong. But is it 
not probably true for many of us who have not yielded to temp-
tation? This suggests that there is an absence of or a "t-teak 
super-ego, an index of incomplete socialization, a hypothesis 
supported by the almost universally distorted relatimships to 
the authority figures. As 't"tas stated in the previous chapter, 
the author feels that this is not so much to be attributed to 
the lack of or inadequate supervision, discipline, and guidance 
in themselves, as to the failure of sound affectional inter-
personal contact. When the supervision comes without the af-
fective ties, it tends to be experienced as coercive. \~ere 
there is affection, there is identification and a voluntary 
urge to become inducted into the norms of society. 
The evidence also indicates that stealm g has additional 
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Burt who states that various conditions, such as family re-
lationships, the absence of a father or the presence of step-
parents, extreme poverty, emotional instability, poor discip-
line predispose towards delinquency.l 
In all fairness,then, we may say that it is difficult 
to lay doir.n a set of factors for stealing and say that they 
were the cause of the stealing. As Tappan says in his book, 
Juvenile Delinquency: 
One may observe that a given conduct symptom 
(theft, truancy, or insubordination, perhaps) may 
emerge from many quite different roots. And 
similarities of motiva tion -- at least insofar as 
they can be observed or measured -- may lead to 
differing consequences. The essential elements, 
how they interact, what part they play, separately 
or in configuration, these escape analysis to a 
great extent.2 
The author feels that much work and new research in 
this important field needs to be done if adequate therapeutic 
measuresare to be effectively developed. These future studies 
ought to put to rigorous test,systematicall~the abundant 
welter of hypotheses which sociology, social psychology, and 
psychology could probaby offer. 
But what hope is there for these children who have 
fallen away from good behavior? Can these boys be reclaimed 
for the community? The author will not try to answer these 
1. Cyril Burt, The Young Delinquent, Appleton Co., 
New York, 1925. p. 502 
2. P. w. Tappan, Juvenile Delinquency, McGraw-Hill, 
Inc., 1949. p. 56 
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questions except briefly, because this subject should be the 
basis for another study. Therefore, only a word about treat-
ment. 
In cases of splurge stealing, treatment must be di-
rected toward removing the factors which produce the feelings 
of inferiority and insecurity with relation to the group, and 
helping the child to achieve status and satisfactions by le-
gitimate means. Treatment for stealing must be based on a 
thorough understanding of the individual's background and per- 1 
sonality. Especially for the cases with chronically exhibited 
antisocial behavior, it is not enough to view merely the ex-
ternal features of the environment, the economic situation, 
and other factors, and attribute the blame for the delinquent 
behavior to them. It is the person who commits the acts who 
must be examined. The acts result from factors within his per-
sonality, how that structure was evolved, and at what points 
the personality may be influenced for purposes of reconstruc-
tion. 
Ethics, morals, religion and laws have not solved these 
problems of delinquency. The roots of the development of the 
attitudes which permit and perhaps encourage antisocial be-
havior are to be found in the early emotional relationships 
which determine the trends and extent of development of cer-
tain fundamental attitudes toward the self and others. For 
neither the individual nor society oan develop, mature, and 
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endure without individual self-confidence and inner security, 
on the one hand, and stability, order, and mutual respect on 
the other. From this brief description of the treatment of 
larceny, we can see that the task is a difficult one at best. 
As for the juvenile laws, Massachusetts compares very 
favorably in that field with the most progressive states. 
Massachusetts has shown a steady improvement in the treatment 
and care of its juveniles as recent laws passed with respect 
to them attest. 
A year ago, the state legislature passed a law to have 
Juvenile probation officers act exclusively in all juvenile 
cases. 
The Massachusetts legislature also passed a Youth 
Service Act3 relative to juveniles which abolished the old 
state training schools in the state and substituted a ·new 
method of treating these young offenders. 
SUMMARY 
Prevention 
These laws were aimed at treating the offender so that 
through the rehabilitation process he could become a better 
citizen of the community. It is perhaps fitting at this time 
to mention a word about prevention as a means of reducing the 
3. The lll.assachusetts General Laws , Chapter 310 
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the incidence of delinquency. 
The author has found that the child who is healthy, 
happy, and feels secure 1n his relationships with his parents 
and friends, does not usually become delinquent. The first 
step in this direction is to see that the family has stability, 
an objective which in itself would constitute long and arduous 
study. It is in the home that the ch1ld 1 s personality is 
shaped, his attitude towards other people and towards author-
ity formed, and his ethical values and standards of conduct 
moulded. The parents must try, therefore, to understand their 
unu er s t anding 
children's needs completely . and/their neens may not always be 
enough. If they are constantly struggling to make ends meet 
or are out of work and worried about how they are going to pay 
next month's rent, it is difficult for them to give their 
children a feeling of security that they themselves lack. 
This affects the family in other ways. Family discord is more 
likely to arise when the parents are troubled by anxieties 
over making a living. In discouragement or despair, fathers 
may desert their families or take to drink. The mothers may 
give up the struggle to keep an orderly home. 
We come to the rather basic conclusion that a bread-
winner must have work and like it, as well as a decent living 
wage,before his happiness can be reflected in the happiness of 
those around him. Good living conditions contribute to hap-
piness at home, and for this, people need decent homes. 
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